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GET REAL! 
NonFiction Booktalking to Get Kids Excited about Reading 

1. Lauber, Patricia. What You Never Knew About Tubs, Toilets, And Showers Illus. by John Manders. 
S & S, 2001. 0689824203 Unpaged. Gr. 2-4. $16.00Harper, Charise Mericle. Flush: the Scoop on 
Poop throughout the Ages. Little, Brown and Company, 2007.  0316010642 25 p. Grades 2-6. 
$15.99. 

3. Goodman, Susan E. The Truth about Poop. Illustrated by Elwood H. Smith. Viking, 2004. 
0670036749 40 p. Grades 2-5. $15.99. 

4. Goodman, Susan E. Gee Whiz! It's All About Pee. Illustrated by Elwood H. Smith. Viking, 2006.  
067006064x. 40 p. Grades 3-5. $15.99. 

5. MacDonald, Fiona. A Medieval Castle. Illustrated by Mark Bergin. Peter Bedrick Books; 2001. 
0872263401 48 pages $18.95.  

6. Berkowitz, Jacob. Jurassic Poop: What Dinosaurs (and Others) Left Behind.. 
Illustrated by Steve Mack. Kids Can Press, 2006. 1553378601. 40 p. Grades 3-
6. $14.95. 

7. Chin, Dr. Karen and Thom Holmes. Dino Dung, the Scoop on Fossil Feces. 
(Step into Reading Step Five). Illus. by Karen Carr. Random, 2005. 
0375927026. 48 p. Grades 1-3. $11.99. 

8. Singer, Marilyn. What Stinks? Darby Creek, 2006. 1581960358 64 p. Grades 3-7. $17.95.  

9. Shaskan, Kathy. How Underwear Got Under There: a Brief History. Illustrated by Regan Dunnick. 
Dutton Children’s Books, 2007. 0525471782 . 48 p. Grades 3-5. $16.99.  

10. Prelutsky, Jack. What a Day It Was at School! Pictures by Doug Cushman. Greenwillow, 2006. 
0060823356. 40 p. Grades 2-5. $15.99.  

11. Siy, Alexandra, and Dennis Kunkel. Sneeze. Charlesbridge, 2007. 1570916535. 45 p. Grades 3-6.  
$16.95.  

12. Romanek, Trudee. Achoo! The Most Interesting Book You'll Ever Read about Germs (Mysterious 
You). Illustrated by Rose Cowles. Kids Can Press, 2003. 1553374509 40 p. Grades 3-8. $14.95. 

13. Szpirglas, Jeff. Fear This Book: Your Guide to Fright, Horror, and Things That Go Bump in the Night. 
Illustrated by Ramon Perez. Maple Tree Press, 2006.  1897066678 64 p. Grades 5-8. $9.95. 

14. Townsend, John. Mysterious Urban Myths (Out There). Raintree,  2004. 1410905675. 56 p. 
Grades 4-8. $23.00. 

15. Gee, Joshua. Encyclopedia Horrifica: The Terrifying TRUTH! About Vampires, Ghosts, Monsters, 
and More.  Scholastic, 2007. 0439922550. 136 p. Grades 5-up. $14.99. 
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16. Marrin, Albert. Dr. Jenner and the Speckled Monster: the Search for the Smallpox Vaccine. Dutton, 
2002. 0525469222. 120 p. Grades 4-8 . $17.99. 

17. Cooney, Caroline B. Code Orange. Delacorte, 2005. 0385732597. Gr. 5-up. 200 p. $15.95. 

18. Bagert, Brod (Poems by). Giant Children. Pictures by Tedd Arnold. Dial, 2002. 0803725566. 
Unpaged. Grades 1-5 $15.99. 

19. Scieszka, Jon (ed.). Guys Write for Guys Read. Viking, 2005. 0670060070. 272 pages. Grades 5-up. 
$16.99. Paperback available.  

20. Putnam, James. Mummy. Photographed by Peter Hayman. Alfred A. Knopf, 1993. 0679838813. 
64 p. Grades 4-up.  

21. Markle, Sandra. Outside and inside Mummies. Walker & Company, 2005. 0802789665. 40 p. 
Grades 4-7. $17.95. 

22. Tanaka, Shelley. Mummies: the Newest, Coolest & Creepiest from Around the World. Abrams, Inc., 
Publishers, 2005. 0810957973. 48 p. Grades 4-7. $16.95. 

23. Halls, Kelly Milner. Mysteries of the Mummy Kids. Darby Creek Publishing, 2007. 158196059X. 
72 p. Grades 5-8. $18.95.  

24. Armstrong, Jennifer. The American Story: 100 True Tales from American History. Illustrated by 
Roger Roth. Knopf, 2006. 0375812563 358 p. Grades 4-up. $34.95.  

25. Ryan, Pam Muñoz. When Marian Sang: the True Recital of Marian Anderson, the Voice of a 
Century. Illus. by Brian Selznick. Scholastic, 2002. (0-439-26967-9) Grades 2-5. $16.95 

26. Shields, Carol Diggory. American History Fresh Squeezed: 41 thirst-for-knowledge quenching poems 
by Carol Diggory Shields. (BrainJuice). Illustrations by Richard Thompson. Handprint Books,
 2002 1929766629. 80 p. Grades 3-5. $14.95. 

27. Schanzer, Rosalyn. John Smith Escapes Again! National Geographic, 2006. 0792259300. 64 p.  
Grades 3-6. $16.95. 

28. Smith, Lane. John, Paul, George & Ben. Hyperion, 2006. 0786848936. $16.99. 

29. Shea, Pegi Deitz. Patience Wright: American Sculptor and Revolutionary Spy. Illustrated by 
Bethanne Andersen. Henry Holt and Company,  2007.  0805067701. Unpaged. Grades 3-5. 
$17.95. 

30. Levine, Ellen.  Henry's Freedom Box. Illus. by Kadir  Nelson. Scholastic, 2007. 043977733X. 
$16.99.  

31. Friedman, Robin. The Silent Witness: a True Story of the Civil War. Illus. by Claire A. Nivola. 
Houghton Mifflin, 2005. 0618442308 Unpaged. Grades 1-3. $16.00. 

32. Walker, Sally M. Secrets of a Civil War Submarine: Solving the Mysteries of the H.L. Hunley. 
Carolrhoda Books, Inc., 2005. 1575058308. 112 p. Grades 4-up $19.95. 
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33. Holzer, Harold. The President is Shot! the Assassination of Abraham Lincoln. Boyds Mills Press, 
2004. 1563979853. 181 p. Grades 5-up. $17.95. 

34. Giblin, James Cross. Good Brother, Bad Brother: The Story of Edwin Booth and John Wilkes Booth. 
Clarion, 2005. 0618096426 256 p. Grades 5-up. $22.00. 

35. Murphy, Claire Rudolf. Children of Alcatraz: Growing Up on the Rock. Walker & Company, 2006. 
0802795773. 64 p.  Grades 4-7. $17.95. 

36. Walker, Paul Robert. Remember Little Bighorn: Indians, Soldiers, and Scouts Tell Their Stories. 
National Geographic, 2006. 0792255216. 64 p. Grades 4-9. $17.95. 

37. St. George, Judith. Make Your Mark, Franklin Roosevelt (Turning Point Books). Illustrated by 
Britt Spencer. Philomel Books, 2007. 0399241752. Unpaged. Grades 2-4. $16.99. 

38. Krull, Kathleen. Houdini: World's Greatest Mystery Man and Escape King. Illustrated by Eric 
Velasquez. Walker, 2005. 0802789536. Grades 3-5. Unpaged. $16.95. 

39. Fleischman, Sid. Escape! The Story of the Great Houdini. Greenwillow Books, an imprint of 
HarperCollins Publishers,  2006. 0060850944. 224 p. Grades 5-up. $18.99. 

40. Lutes, Jason, & Nick Bertozzi. Houdini: The Handcuff King. With an introduction by Glen David 
Gold. Hyperion, 2007. 0786839023 . 89 p. Grades 4-up. $16.99.  

41. Sullivan, Edward T. The Ultimate Weapon: The Race to Develop the Atomic Bomb. Holiday House, 
2007. 0823418553. 182 p. Grades 5-up. $24.95.  

42. Freedman, Russell. Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Holiday House, 
2006. 0823420310 114. Grades 4-8. $18.95. 

43. Bausum, Ann. Freedom Riders: John Lewis and Jim Zwerg on the Front Lines of the Civil Rights 
Movement. National Geographic, 2006. 0792241738. 80 p. Grades 5-up. $18.95. 

44. Brown, Charlotte Lewis. After the Dinosaurs: Mammoths and Fossil Mammals (I Can Read Book 
2). Pictures by Phil Wilson. HarperCollins Publishers, 2006. 0060530537. 32 p. Grades 1-3. 
$15.99. 

45. Markle, Sandra. Hyenas (Animal Scavengers). Lerner, 2005. 0822531941. 40 p. Gr. 2-5. $18.95. 

46. Markle, Sandra. Musk Oxen (Animal Prey). Lerner, 2006. 082256064x. 40 p. Gr. 3-6. $25.26. 

47. Marrin, Albert. Oh Rats! The Story of Rats and People: the Story of Rats and People. Illus. by C.B. 
Mordan. Dutton, 2006. 0525477624. 48 p. Gr. 4-7. $16.99.  

48. Ryder,  Joanne. Toad by the Road: a Year in the Life of These Amazing Amphibians. Illustrations by 
Maggie Kneen. Henry Holt and Company, 2007. 080507354x. 37 p. Grades 1-4. $16.95. 

49. Hatkoff, Isabella, Craig Hatkoff, and Dr. Paula Kahumbu. Owen & Mzee: The True Story of a 
Remarkable Friendship. With photographs by Peter Greste. Scholastic Press, 2006. 0439829739. 
Unpaged. Grades 1-4. $16.99. 
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50. Hatkoff, Isabella, Craig Hatkoff, and Dr. Paula Kahumbu. Language Of Friendship (Owen and 
Mzee). With photographs by Peter Greste. Scholastic Press, 2007. 0439899591. Unpaged. Grades 
4-6. $16.99. 

51. Jenkins, Steve, & Robin Page. I See a Kookaburra! Discovering Animal Habitats around the World. 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 2005. 0618507647. Unpaged. Grades K-4. $16.00. 

52. Settel, Joanne, Ph.D. Exploding Ants: Amazing Facts About Ho Animals Adapt. Atheneum, 1999. 
ISBN 0689817395. 40 p. Grades 4-6. 

53. Bishop, Nic. Nic Bishop Spiders. Scholastic Nonfiction, an imprint of Scholastic, 2007. 
0439877563. 48 p. Grades 3-6. $16.99. 

54. Hoose, Phllip. The Race to Save the Lord God Bird. Melanie Kroupa Books/Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2004. 0374361738. 196 pages. Grades 5-up. $20.00. 

55. Souza, D. M. Look What Mouths Can Do (Look What Animals Can Do). Lerner Publications, 
2006. 0761394621. 48 p. Grades 2-5. $25.26 

56. Sartore, Joel. Face to Face with Grizzlies (Face to Face) National Geographic, 2007. 1426300506. 
32 p.  Grades 2-5. $16.95. 

57. Halls, Kelly Milner. Albino Animals Darby Creek, 2004. 1581960123. 72 p. Gr. 4-8. $18.95. 

58. Souza, D. M. Packed With Poison!: Deadly Animal Defenses (On My Own Science). Illus. by Jack 
Harris. Millbrook Press, 2006. 1575058774. 48 p. Gr. 1-3. $23.93. 

59. Thomson, Sarah L. Amazing Whales! (An I Can Read Book). Photos provided by the Wildlife 
Conservation Society. HarperCollins, 2005. 00605446x. 32 p. Grades K-3. $16.89.  

60. Jenkins, Steve. Dogs and Cats. Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 0618507671. Unpaged. Grades 3-5. 
$16.00. 

61. MacLachlan, Patricia, and Emily MacLachlan Charest. Once I Ate a Pie. Illustrated by Katy 
Schneider. HarperCollins Publishers, 2006. 0060735317. Unpaged. Grades 1-4. $15.99. 

62. Jackson, Donna M. ER Vets: Life in an Animal Emergency Room. Houghton Mifflin Company, 
2005. 0618436634. 66 p. Grades 4-7. $17.00.  

63. Jackson, Donna M. The Wildlife Detectives: How Forensic Scientists Fight Crimes Against Nature. 
Photographs by Wendy Shattil and Bob Rozinski. Houghton Mifflin, 2000. 0395869765. 48 p. 
Grades 3-7. $16.00. 

64. Platt, Richard. Forensics. (Kingfisher Knowledge). Foreword by Kathy Reichs. Kingfisher, 2005. 
0753458624. 65 p. Grades 4-up. $12.95. 

65. DiSpezio, Michael A. How Bright is Your Brain? Amazing Games to Play with your 
Mind. Illus. by Catherine Leary. Sterling, 2004. 14027065160. 80 p. Gr. 4-8. 
$14.95. 



Kathleen Baxter  Booktalker 
 

www.kathleenbaxter.com  kb@kathleenbaxter.com 
Page 5 of 7 

66. Nilsen, Anna. Art Auction Mystery. Kingfisher, 2005. 0753458426. $16.95. 

67. Burns, Loree Griffin.  Tracking Trash: Flotsam, Jetsam, and the Science of Ocean Motion (Scientists 
in the Field). Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007. 0618581316. 58 p. Grades 5-8. $18.00. 

68. Gordon, Laurie David and Cambria. The Down-to-Earth Guide to Global Warming. Orchard 
Books, 2007. 0439024943. 112 p. Grades 4-8. $15.99. 

69. Gore, Al. An Inconvenient Truth: The Crisis of Global Warming. Viking, 2007. 0670062723. 192 p.  
Grades 4-8. $16.00. 

70. Morrison, Taylor. Tsunami Warning. Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007. 9780618734634. 32 p.  
Grades 2-5. $17.00. 

71. McGrath, Barbara Barbieri. The Storm: Students of Biloxi, Mississippi, Remember Hurricane 
Katrina. Charlesbridge, 2006. 1580891721. 64 p. Grades 3-up. $18.95.  

72. Giblin, James Cross. The Many Rides of Paul Revere. Illustrated with archival photographs. 
Scholastic Press, 2007. 0439572908. 86 p. Grades 4-up. $17.99. 

73. Murphy, Jim. The Real Benedict Arnold. Clarion Books, 2007. 0395776090 264 p. Grades 5-up 
$20.00.  

74. Sullivan, George. Helen Keller: Her Life In Pictures. Scholastic Nonfiction, 2007. 0439918154 80 p.  
Grades 3-8. $17.99. 

75. Thimmesh, Catherine. Team Moon: How 400,000 People Landed Apollo 11 on the Moon. Houghton 
Mifflin, 2006. 0618507574 80 p.  Grades 4-8. $19.95. 

76. Florian, Douglas. Comets, Stars, the Moon, and Mars: Space Poems and Paintings. Harcourt, Inc., 
2007. 0152053727 48 p. Grades 1-5 $16.00. 

77. Raczka, Bob. Here's Looking at Me: How Artists See Themselves. Millbrook Press, 2006. 
0761334041 32 p. Grades 4-8 

78. Sidman, Joyce. This is Just to Say: Poems of Apology and Forgiveness. Illus. by Pamela Zagarenski. 
Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 0618616802 48 p. Grades 4-6 $16.00.  

79. Burleigh, Robert. Stealing Home: Jackie Robinson: Against the Odds. Illus. by Mike Wimmer. 
Simon & Schuster, 2007. 0689862768 Unpaged. Grades 1-5. $16.99. 

80. Stauffacher, Sue. Nothing but Trouble: the Story of Althea Gibson. Illustrated by Greg Couch. 
Alfred A. Knopf, 2007. 0375834087. Unpaged. Grades 2-4. $16.99.  

81. Lauber, Patricia. What You Never Knew about Beds, Bedrooms, & Pajamas (Around the House 
History). Illustrated by John Manders. Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2006. 
9780689852114. Unpaged. Grades 2-5. $16.95. 

82. Buller, Laura. History Dudes: Vikings. Illus. by Rich Cando. DK Publishing, 2007.  780756629403. 
64 p. Grades 4-8. $12.99. 
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83. Blackwood, Gary L. Debatable Deaths (Unsolved History). Marshall Cavendish Benchmark, 
2006. 0761418881. 72 p. Grades 4-up. $20.95. 

84. Michelson, Richard. Tuttle's Red Barn: The Story of America’s Oldest Family Farm. Illus. by Mary 
Azarian. Putnam, 2007. 0399243542. Picture Book. Gr. 2-5. $16.99.  

85. Baxter, Kathleen A. and Michael Dahl. Gotcha Covered: More Nonfiction Booktalks to Get Kids 
Excited about Reading. Libraries Unlimited, 2005. 1591582253. 232 p. $32.50.  

86. Baxter, Kathleen A. and Marcia Agness Kochel. Gotcha for Guys: Nonfiction to Get Boys Excited 
about Reading. Libraries Unlimited, 2006. 1-59158-311-X 270 p. $32.50.  

87. Katz, Alan, and David Catrow. Where Did They Hide My Presents? Silly Dilly Christmas Songs. 
Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2005. 0689862148 All ages. $15.95.  

88. Katz, Alan, David Catrow. Are You Quite Polite? Silly Dilly Manners Songs. Margaret K. 
McElderry Books, 2006. 0689869703. Unpaged. All ages. $15.95. 

89. Katz, Alan and David Catrow. On Top of the Potty and Other Get-up-and-go Songs. McElderry, 
2008. 9780689862151 $16.99. 

90. Lessac, Francine. Camp Granada: Sing-Along Camp Songs.  Henry Holt, 2003. 0805066837 45. p. 
Grades K-6. $18.95. 
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Ten Reasons Why We Must Help Our Kids Love Reading 

1. Kids have to love reading to become excellent readers. Only if they love reading will they 
spend lots of time reading. Practice is everything. 

2. Avid readers acquire a more complex sense of language. They speak better, write better, and 
deal better with complex ideas. 

3. Reading gives children wide-ranging frames of reference, which make all learning easier. Even 
children who read only fiction will pick up facts about history, geography, politics and 
science.  

4. By high school, only avid readers will have the literacy skills to excel in any course that 
demands a good deal of reading –in other words, in any top-level English, foreign language, 
history or science course. They are the kids in the honors classes, the kids who score high on 
the SAT exam, the kids who have a shot at attending top colleges.  

5. Excellent reading skills make it more likely kids will weather personal trauma with their 
academic credentials intact, since they will be able to keep up with their schoolwork by using 
only a fraction of their time and emotional energy. In contrast, a personal crisis will usually 
wipe out a poor reader. 

6. Avid reading gives kids a sense of perspective. After seeing life described through the eyes of 
hundreds of different narrators, they see that there are many ways to look at situations; there 
are many sides to most issues. 

7. Reading helps children to be compassionate. The essence of compassion is the ability to 
understand another’s viewpoint. Reading brings children into thousands of different lives, 
allowing them to understand these lives in all their complexity. In television sitcoms, 
problems are solved with a snappy line in half an hour. 

8. Avid readers are exposed to a world full of possibilities and opportunities. Maybe they’ll read 
a Michael Crichton thriller and want to become a scientist. Mark Berent’s Air Force stories 
might spark an interest in flying jets. No matter how limited the world in which children live, 
with reading they can go anywhere. They can dream anything.  

9. Avid reading develops critical thinking skills. Rather than hearing information only in sound 
bits, avid readers learn to follow complex arguments and remember multifaceted plots.  

10. A love of reading is one of the major joys of life. Huddled in a deep chair by the fire with a 
terrifying thriller; lounging on the beach, laughing at a comic novel; falling asleep over a 
gentle romance. Without these pleasures, life is a little darker and drabber.  

Leonhardt, Mary. 99 Ways To Get Kids To Love Reading And 100 Books They’ll Love.  
Three Rivers Press, 1997. 0609801139 $10.00. 

Used with the permission of Mary Leonhardt. 
 

 


