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The Return of the Nonfiction Booktalker: 
Getting Kids Excited About Nonfiction 

Public Library Association 2008 
 

1. Gee, Joshua. Encyclopedia Horrifica: The Terrifying TRUTH! About Vampires, Ghosts, Monsters, 
and More. Scholastic, 2007. 0439922550. 136 p. Gr. 5-up. $14.99. 

2. Harper, Charise Mericle. Flush: The Scoop on Poop Throughout the Ages. Little, Brown and 
Company, 2007. 0316010642. 25 p. Grades 2-6. $15.99. 

3. Shaskan, Kathy. How Underwear Got Under There: A Brief History. Illus by Regan Dunnick. 
Dutton, 2007. 0525471782. 48 p. Grades 3-5. $16.99.  

4. Siy, Alexandra, and Dennis Kunkel. Sneeze. Charlesbridge, 2007. 1570916535. 45 p. Grades 
3-6. $16.95.  

5. Walker, Richard. Ouch! How Your Body Makes It Through a Very Bad Day. DK Children, 
2007. 9780756625368. 72 p. Grades 5-8. $16.99. 

6. Platt, Richard. Doctors Did What? The Weird History of Medicine. Two-Can, 2006. 1587285800. 
64 p. Grades 4-8. $16.95.  

7. Davies, Nicola. What's Eating You?: Parasites--The Inside Story. Illus by Neal Layton. 
Candlewick Press, 2007. 9780763634605. 64 p. Grades 4-8. $12.99. 

8. Janeczko, Paul B. (selected by). Hey, You!: Poems to Skyscrapers, Mosquitoes, and Other Fun 
Things. Illus by Robert Rayevsky. HarperCollins Publishers, 2007. 0060523476. 40 p. Grades 
3-6. $15.99. 

9. Hillman, Ben. How Big Is It? Scholastic, 2007. 0439918081 48. p. Grades 3-6 $14.99. 

10. Szpirglas, Jeff. Fear This Book: Your Guide to Fright, Horror, and Things That Go Bump in the 
Night. Illus by Ramon Perez. Maple Tree, 2006. 1897066678. 64 p. Gr. 5-8. $9.95. 

11. Halls, Kelly Milner. Mysteries of the Mummy Kids. Darby Creek Publishing, 
2007. 158196059X. 72 p. Grades 5-8 $18.95.  

12. Schlitz, Laura Amy. Good Masters! Sweet Ladies!: Voices from a Medieval Village. 
Illus by Robert Byrd. Candlewick, 2007. 0763615781 85 p. Grades 4-8 $19.99. 

13. Buller, Laura. History Dudes: Vikings. Illus by Rich Cando. DK Publishing, 2007. 
9780756629403. 64 p. Grades 4-8 $12.99. 

14. O'Brien, Patrick. The Mutiny on the Bounty. Walker & Company, 2007. 0802795870. 
Unpaged. Grades 3-7. $17.95.  
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15. Bogaert, H.M. van den, artwork by George O'Connor & Hilary Sycamore. Journey Into 
Mohawk Country. First Second, 2006. 1596431067. 144 p. Gr 5-up. $17.95.  

16. Michelson, Richard. Tuttle's Red Barn: The Story of America’s Oldest Family Farm. Illus by 
Mary Azarian. Putnam, 2007. 0399243542. Picture Book. Grades 2-5. $16.99.  

17. Buckley, Susan and Elspeth Leacock. Kids Make History: A New Look at America's Story. 
Illus by Randy Jones. Houghton Mifflin, 2006. 0618223290 48 p. Grades 4-8 $17.00. 

18. Foster, Mark. Whale Port: A History of Tuckanucket. Illus by Gerald Foster. Houghton 
Mifflin, 2007. 64 p. Grades 3-6. 9780618547227. $18.00. 

19. Giblin, James Cross. The Many Rides Of Paul Revere. Illus with Archival Photographs. 
Scholastic Press, 2007. 0439572908. 86 p. Grades 4-up. $17.99. 

20. Murphy, Jim. The Real Benedict Arnold. Clarion, 2007. 0395776090. 264 p. Grades 5-up. $20.00.  

21. Allen, Thomas B. Remember Valley Forge: Patriots, Tories, and Redcoats Tell Their Stories. 
National Geographic, 2007. 9781426301490. 64 p. Grades 5-9. $17.95. 

22. Shea, Pegi Deitz. Patience Wright: American Sculptor and Revolutionary Spy. Illus by Bethanne 
Andersen. Henry Holt, 2007. 0805067701. Unpaged. Grades 3-5. $17.95. 

23. Brown, Don. Dolley Madison Saves George Washington. Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007. 
9780618411993. Unpaged. $16.00. 

24. Cummins, Julie. Women Daredevils: Thrills, Chills and Frills. Illus by Cheryl Harness. Dutton 
Children’s Books, 2008. 9780525479482. 48 p. Grades 4-7. $17.99. 

25. Bausum, Ann. Muckrakers: How Ida Tarbell, Upton Sinclair, and Lincoln Steffens Helped Expose 
Scandal, Inspire Reform, and Invent Investigative Journalism. National Geographic, 2007. 
9781426301377. 112 p. Grades 5-9. $21.95. 

26. Coulter, Laurie. Cowboys and Coffin-Makers: One Hundred 19th-century Jobs You Might Have 
Feared or Fancied. Art by Martha Newbigging. Annick Press, 2007. 1554510678. 96 p. 
Grades 4-8. $16.95. 

27. Debon, Nicolas. The Strongest Man in the World: Louis Cyr. Groundwood Books, 2007. 
0888997310. 28 p. Grades 3-5. $17.95.  

28. Lutes, Jason, & Nick Bertozzi. Houdini: The Handcuff King. With an introduction by Glen 
David Gold. Hyperion, 2007. 0786839023. 89 p. Grades 4-up. $16.99.  

29. St. George, Judith. Stand Tall, Abe Lincoln. Illus by Matt Faulkner. Philomel Books, 2008. 
9780399241741. Unpaged. Grades 3-5. $16.99. 

30. Hama, Larry. The Battle of Iwo Jima: Guerrilla Warfare in the Pacific (Graphic Battles of World 
War II). Illus by Anthony Williams. Rosen, 2007. 1404207813. 48 p. Grades 4-up. $29.25. 
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31. Nobleman, Marc Tyler. The Sinking of the USS Indianapolis (We the People). Compass Point 
Books, 2007. 0756520312. 48 p. Grades 4-6. $18.95  

32. Levine, Ellen. Rachel Carson: a Twentieth-Century Life (Up Close). Viking, 2007. 0670062200. 
224 p. Grades 5-up. $15.99. 

33. Yaccarino, Dan. Go, Go America. Scholastic, 2008. 0439703387. 48 p. Grades 1-5. $17.99. 

34. Sis, Peter. The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007. 
0374347018. 56 p. Grades 4-up. $18.00 

35. Hoberman, Mary Ann. You Read to Me, I'll Read to You: Very Short Scary Tales to Read Together. Illus by 
Michael Emberley. Little, Brown, 2007. 9780316017336. 32 p. Grades 3-5. $16.99. 

36. Goldish, Meish. The Fossil Feud: Marsh And Cope's Bone Wars (Fossil Hunters). Bearport 
Publishing, 2007. 1597162566. 32 p. Grades 3-6. $23.96. 

37. Manning, Mick and Brita Granstrom. Dino-dinners. Holiday House, 2007. 0823420892. 
Unpaged. Grades 1-4. $16.95.  

38. Long, John. Dinosaurs (Insiders). Simon & Schuster, 2007. 9781416938576. 64 p. Grades 4-8. $16.99. 

39. Bradley, Timothy J. Paleo Sharks: Survival of the Strangest. Chronicle Books, 2007. 
0811848787. 47 p. Grades 4-8. $15.95. 

40. Walker, Sally M. The Search for Antarctic Dinosaurs (On My Own Science). Illus by John 
Bindon. Millbrook Press, 2007. 9780822567493. 48p. Grades 1-3. $25.26. 

41. Bonner, Hannah. When Fish Got Feet, Sharks Got Teeth, and Bugs Began to Swarm: 
Cartoon Prehistory of Life Long Before Dinosaurs. National Geographic. 2007. 
1426300786. 45 p. Grades 4-6. $16.95.  

42. Jango-Cohen, Judith. Real-Life Sea Monsters (On My Own Science). Illus 
by Ryan Burney. Millbrook Press, 2007. 9780822567479. 48 p. Grades 1-3 $25.26. 

43. Bishop, Nic. Nic Bishop Spiders. Scholastic, 2007. 0439877563. 48 p. Grades 3-6. $16.99. 

44. Bishop, Nic. Nic Bishop Frogs. Scholastic, 2008. 0439877555 48 p. Grades 3-6 $17.99.  

45. Bateman, Donna M. Deep in the Swamp. Illus by Brian Lies. Charlesbridge, 2007. 
1570915962. $15.95.  

46. Carson, Mary Kay. Emi and the Rhino Scientist (Scientists in the Field). Photographs by Tom 
Uhlman. Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 9780618646395. 57 p. Grades 5-8. $18.00.  

47. Hodgkins, Fran. The Whale Scientists: Solving the Mystery of Whale Strandings (Scientists in 
the Field). Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007. 9780618556731. 64 p. Grades 5-8. $18.00.  
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48. Markle, Sandra. Octopuses (Animal Prey). Lerner Publications Company, 2007. 0822560631. 
40 p. Grades 3-5. $25.26. 

49. Jenkins, Steve. Living Color. Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007. 9780618708970. Unpaged. 
Grades K-4. $17.00.  

50. Oliver, Narelle. Twilight Hunt: A Seek-and Find Book. Star Bright Books, 2007. 159572107X. 
33 p.  Grades 1-4. $16.95.  

51. Schwartz, David, and Yael M. Schy. Where in the Wild? Camouflaged Creatures Concealed and 
Revealed. Eye-tricking photos by Dwight Kuhn. Tricycle Press, 2007. 9781582462073 
Unpaged. Grades 2-5. $15.95.  

52. Rosinsky, Natalie M. Write Your Own Biography (Write Your Own). Compass Point Books, 
2008. 075653366X. 64 p. Grades 5-9. $31.93.  

53. Mason, Paul. Roller Coaster! (Raintree Fusion: Physical Science). Raintree, 2007. 1410925870 
32 p. Grades 3-7. $28.21.  

54. Nobleman, Marc Tyler. Aliens and UFOs (Atomic). Raintree, 2007. 1410925145 32 p. 
Grades 4-8. $7.99.  

55. Thomas, Isabel. Shark vs. Killer Whale (Animals Head to Head). Raintree, 2006. 1410923991 
32 p. Grades 3-6 $6.99. 

56. Markle, Sandra. Tough, Toothy Baby Sharks. Walker & Company, 2007. 9780802795939 32 p. 
Grades 3-5. $16.95 

57. Sandler, Michael. Bethany Hamilton: Follow Your Dreams! (Defining Moments). Bearport 
Publishing, 2007. 1597162701. 32 p. Grades 3-7. $23.96. 

58. Farndon, John. Do Not Open. DK Children, 2007. 0756632056. 192 p. Gr. 5-up. $24.99. 

59. Ablow, Gail. A Horse in the House and Other Strange but True Animal Stories. Illus by Kathy 
Osborn. Candlewick, 2007. 9780763628383 Unpaged. Grades 3-5. $17.99.  

60. Ryder,  Joanne. Toad by the Road: A Year in the Life of These Amazing Amphibians. Illus by 
Maggie Kneen. Henry Holt, 2007. 080507354x. 37 p. Grades 1-4. $16.95. 

61. Sartore, Joel. Face to Face with Grizzlies (Face to Face) National Geographic, 2007. 
1426300506. 32 p. Grades 2-5. $16.95. 

62. Jenkins, Steve. Dogs and Cats. Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007. 0618507671 Unpaged. 
Grades 3-5. $16.00. 

63. Ball, Johnny. Go Figure!: A Totally Cool Book About Numbers. DK Publishing, Inc., 2005. 
0756613744. 96 p. Grades 4-8. $15.99. 
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64. Morrison, Taylor. Tsunami Warning. Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007. 9780618734634. 
32 p. Grades 2-5. $17.00.  

65. Burns, Loree Griffin. Tracking Trash: Flotsam, Jetsam, and the Science of Ocean Motion 
(Scientists in the Field). Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 0618581316. 58 p. Gr. 5-8 $18.00. 

66. Gordon, Laurie David and Cambria. The Down-to-Earth Guide To Global Warming. Orchard 
Books, 2007. 0439024943 112 p. Grades 4-8. $15.99. 

67. Gore, Al. An Inconvenient Truth: The Crisis of Global Warming. Viking, 2007. 0670062723. 
192 p. Grades 4-8. $16.00. 

68. Florian, Douglas. Comets, Stars, the Moon, and Mars: Space Poems and Paintings. Harcourt, 
Inc., 2007. 0152053727. 48 p. Grades 1-5. $16.00. 

69. Sidman, Joyce. This is Just to Say: Poems of Apology and Forgiveness. Illus by Pamela 
Zagarenski. Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 0618616802 48 p. Grades 4-6. $16.00. 

70. Brooks, Gwendolyn. Bronzeville Boys and Girls. Illus by Faith Ringgold. Amistad, 2007. 
0060295058 42 p. Grades 2-4. $16.99.  

71. Levine, Ellen. Henry's Freedom Box. Illus by Kadir Nelson. Scholastic, 2007. 043977733X. $16.99.  

72. Winter, Jonah. Muhammad Ali: Champion of the World. Illus by Francois Roca. Schwartz & 
Wade, 2008. 9780375836220. Unpaged. Grades 3-6. $16.99.  

73. Lewin, Ted. At Gleason's Gym (Neal Porter Books). Roaring Brook Press, 2007. 
9781596432314. Unpaged. Grades 1-4. $17.95.  

74. Sturm, James, and Rich Tommaso. Satchel Paige: Striking Out Jim Crow. Jump At The Sun, 
2007. Jump at the Sun/ Hyperion, 2007. 0786839007. 90 p. Grades 5-9 $16.99. 

75. Parker, Robert Andrew. Piano Starts Here: The Young Art Tatum. Schwartz & Wade, 2008. 
9780375839658 Unpaged. Grades 1-4. $16.99.  

76. Weatherford, Carole Boston. Jesse Owens: Fastest Man Alive. Illustrations by Eric Velasquez. 
Walker & Company, 2007. 080279551X Unpaged. Grades 2-5. $17.85. 

77. Burleigh, Robert. Stealing Home: Jackie Robinson: Against the Odds. Illus by Mike 
Wimmer.Simon & Schuster, 2007. 0689862768 Unpaged. Grades 1-5. $16.99. 

78. Cook, Sally, and James Charlton. Hey Batta Batta Swing! The Wild Old Days of Baseball. Illus by Ross 
MacDonald. Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2007. 141691207X. 48 p. Grades 3-5. $17.99. 

79. Stauffacher, Sue. Nothing but Trouble: The Story of Althea Gibson. Illus by Greg Couch. Alfred 
A. Knopf, 2007. 0375834087 Unpaged. Grades 2-4. $16.99.  
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80. Crowe, Ellie. Surfer of the Century: The Life of Duke Kahanamoku. Illustrations by Richard 
Waldrep. Lee & Low Books, 2007. 9781584302766 Unpaged Grades 3-6. $18.95. 

81. Sullivan, George. Helen Keller: Her Life In Pictures. Scholastic Nonfiction, 
2007. 0439918154. 80 p. Grades 3-8. $17.99. 

82. Delano, Marfe Ferguson. Helen's Eyes: A Photobiography of Annie Sullivan, 
Helen Keller’s Teacher. National Geographic, 2008. 9781426302091. 64 p. 
$17.95.  

83. Parker-Rock, Michelle. Jack Gantos: An Author Kids Love (Authors Kids Love). Enslow 
Elementary, 2008. 9780766027565. 48 p. Grades 4-7 $23.93. 

84. Piehl, Janet. Formula One Race Cars (Motor Mania). Lerner Publications Company, 2007. 
0822559293 48 p. Grades 4-8 $26.60. 

85. Yolen, Jane and Andrew Fusek Peters, compilers. Here's A Little Poem: A Very First Book of 
Poetry. Illus by Polly Dunbar. Candlewick, 2007. 0763631418. 105 p. Grades p-2 $21.99. 

86. Stern, Sam, with Susan Stern. Cooking Up a Storm: The Teen Survival Cookbook.  

87. Stewart, Mark. The Los Angeles Lakers (Team Spirit). Norwood House Press, 2006. 
1599530686 48 p. Grades 4-8 $25.27. 

88. Stewart, Mark. Los Lakers De Los Angeles / Los Angeles Lakers (Espiritu De Equipo / Team 
Spirit). Norwood House Press, 2007. 1599531003. 48 p. Grades 4-8. $25.27. 

89. Stewart, Mark. The Los Angeles Dodgers (Team Spirit). Norwood House Press, 2007. 
1599530953. 48 p. Grades 4-8. $25.27. 

90. Stewart, Mark. The Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim (Team Spirit). Norwood House Press, 
2006. 1599530023. 48 p. Grades 4-8. $25.27.  

91. Baxter, Kathleen A. and Michael Dahl. Gotcha Covered: More Nonfiction Booktalks to Get Kids 
Excited about Reading. Libraries Unlimited, 2005. 1591582253. 232 p. $32.50.  

92. Baxter, Kathleen A. and Marcia Kochel. Gotcha for Guys: Nonfiction Books to Get Boys Excited 
about Reading. Libraries Unlimited, 2006. 159158311x. 269 p. $35.00.  

93. Katz, Alan and David Catrow. On Top of the Potty and other get-up-and-go songs. McElderry, 
2008. 9780689862151. $16.99. 


